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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members,

I am pleased to present this mid-year
report, which highlights the Shipping
Association of Jamaica’s (SAJ)
significant progress and achievements
over the first half of 2024.

Our focus has been on strengthening
our industry's resilience, enhancing our
members’ capabilities, and advocating
for a conducive operating environment.
Key highlights include the initiation of
exploratory discussions with the
European Union (EU) and European
Investment Bank (EIB) for the
development of Jamaica as a resilient
logistics hub, an exciting prospect for
our sector.

Additionally, we have made strides in
member empowerment initiatives, while
simultaneously addressing critical
infrastructure challenges in Newport
West.

Our 85th-anniversary celebrations have
served as a platform to recognise our
members' contributions and strengthen
industry camaraderie.

This report also provides updates on our
hurricane relief efforts, data protection
compliance initiatives, and our ongoing
engagement with key stakeholders.
I encourage you to carefully review the
report for a comprehensive overview of
our accomplishments. Your continued
support and engagement are
invaluable as we work together to
shape the future of the shipping
industry in Jamaica.

Sincerely, 
Corah Ann Robertson-Sylvester 
President, Shipping Association of
Jamaica
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The Shipping Association of Jamaica (SAJ) will

host a Distinguished Lecture themed "Jamaica

as a Logistics Hub in a Changing Global

Landscape" to commemorate its 85th

anniversary. The invite-only event will feature

renowned industry expert Lars Jensen, CEO of

Vespucci Maritime, as the keynote speaker.

The lecture will be held on November 1, 2024, at

the AC Marriott Hotel in Kingston.

It will delve into Jamaica's potential as a global

logistics hub, exploring the factors that position

the island strategically for this role. Mr Jensen

will share his insights on the essential steps

Jamaica must take to realise this ambition,

including identifying opportunities for climate

adaptation, infrastructure development, and

leveraging international benchmarks.

The event will also feature panel discussions

with industry experts to provide attendees with

a comprehensive understanding of the

challenges and opportunities within the global

logistics landscape.

SAJ TO HOST DISTINGUISHED LECTURE ON JAMAICA
AS A LOGISTICS HUB
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I will invite members of the shipping

industry, government officials,

academics, and other stakeholders

to join us for this important

discussion. 

The SAJ has been at the forefront of

Jamaica's maritime industry for 85

years, advocating for a competitive

and sustainable sector. This event is

part of our ongoing commitment to

shaping the future of shipping in

Jamaica.

Lars Jensen



In January 2024, the Shipping Association of Jamaica (SAJ), in collaboration with
the Ministry of Industry, Investment and Commerce, and key public and private
sector partners, held exploratory discussions with the European Union (EU) and
European Investment Bank (EIB) on developing Jamaica into a resilient logistics
hub.

The focus of these discussions centered on attracting investments to enhance
Jamaica's maritime connectivity and global competitiveness. A key proposal
involved the EU providing financial support to redevelop Newport West into a
world-class logistics facility. This would include addressing chronic flooding
issues and developing a comprehensive business model for the area.

The EU expressed interest in supporting the Jamaica Special Economic Zone
Authority in creating a logistics hub plan for multiple economic zones.
Additionally, the EU highlighted its commitment to Jamaica's digital transition
and climate change adaptation.

Minister of Industry, Investment and Commerce, Senator Aubyn Hill, emphasised
the potential of a logistics hub to boost Jamaica's exports and create jobs. I
shared my enthusiasm for the collaboration and its potential to realise our long-
held vision of establishing Jamaica as a competitive logistics hub.

SAJ AND EU EXPLORE RESILIENT LOGISTICS HUB
DEVELOPMENT
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T h e  S A J  h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s e c u r i n g  m u c h - n e e d e d
i m p r o v e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  N e w p o r t  W e s t  c o m m u n i t y .  U n d e r  m y
l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  S A J  h a s  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  u p g r a d e s
i n  t h e  a r e a .  T h e s e  e f f o r t s  h a v e  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e
c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  r o a d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w o r k s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
s h i p p i n g  c o m m u n i t y ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t e p  t o w a r d s  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e
l o n g - s t a n d i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  p o s e d  b y  p o o r  r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s .
B e y o n d  r o a d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  I  a m  a c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  i n  f i n d i n g
s o l u t i o n s  t o  o t h e r  p r e s s i n g  p r o b l e m s  i n  N e w p o r t  W e s t ,  s u c h  a s
u n r e g u l a t e d  p a r k i n g ,  t h r o u g h  c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t s  w i t h
g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d  i n d u s t r y  s t a k e h o l d e r s .

NEWPORT WEST ROAD REHABILITATION

AfterBefore
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A N N I V E R S A R Y  E V E N T S

T o  c o m m e m o r a t e  i t s  8 5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y ,  t h e  S A J  e m b a r k e d  o n  a
y e a r - l o n g  c e l e b r a t i o n .  T h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  c o m m e n c e d  w i t h  a
T h a n k s g i v i n g  S e r v i c e  a t  S t  P e t e r ’ s  A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  i n  P o r t  R o y a l  o n
J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  w h e r e  i n d u s t r y  s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  m e m b e r s ,  s t a f f ,  a n d  w e l l -
w i s h e r s  g a t h e r e d  t o  g i v e  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  e n d u r i n g
l e g a c y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  o b s e r v a n c e ,  I  h o s t e d  a  V a l e n t i n e ’ s  L y m e
o n  F e b r u a r y  1 3  t o  r e c o g n i s e  a n d  s h o w  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  o u r  d e d i c a t e d  t e a m  m e m b e r s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a
M e m b e r s ’  M i n g l e  o n  A p r i l  2 6  p r o v i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c e l e b r a t e
t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  b r o a d e r  S A J  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d
f o s t e r  s t r o n g e r  i n d u s t r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

SAJ 85TH ANNIVERSARY 
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S P E C I A L  A N N I V E R S A R Y  F E A T U R E

W e  p u b l i s h e d  a  s p e c i a l  2 4 - p a g e
s u p p l e m e n t  i n  t h e  S u n d a y  G l e a n e r
a n d  S u n d a y  O b s e r v e r  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 1 ,
2 0 2 4 .  T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  s h o w c a s e d  o u r
r i c h  h i s t o r y ,  s i g n i f i c a n t
a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o
J a m a i c a ' s  n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g .

T h e  s u p p l e m e n t  w a s  w i d e l y
s u p p o r t e d  a n d  w e l l - r e c e i v e d  b y
i n d u s t r y  m e m b e r s  a n d  s t a k e h o l d e r s ,
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  S A J ' s  i n t e g r a l  r o l e  i n
f o s t e r i n g  t r a d e  a n d  d r i v i n g  t h e
e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  m a r i t i m e  s e c t o r .  I t
i n c l u d e d  s p e c i a l  m e s s a g e s  f r o m  t h e
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  J a m a i c a  A n d r e w
H o l n e s s ,  T r a n s p o r t  M i n i s t e r  D a r y l  V a z
a n d  k e y  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l
m a r i t i m e  s e c t o r .

SAJ 85TH ANNIVERSARY (cont’d)
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S H I P P I N G  I N D U S T R Y  P A G E

T h e  w e e k l y  S h i p p i n g  I n d u s t r y  p a g e  i n  t h e  J a m a i c a  G l e a n e r  p r o v i d e d
c o v e r a g e  o f  p i v o t a l  m o m e n t s  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  h i s t o r y ,  c h r o n i c l i n g  i t s
d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  a  k e y  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  m a r i t i m e  s e c t o r .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  a s  p a r t  o f  t h i s  d e d i c a t i o n ,  I  i n t r o d u c e d  a  v a l u a b l e
r e t i r e m e n t  p l a n n i n g  s e r i e s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  e s s e n t i a l  g u i d a n c e  o n
n a v i g a t i n g  r e t i r e m e n t .  T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  n e e d s  o f  i n d u s t r y
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a t  a l l  c a r e e r  s t a g e s ,  f r o m  e a r l y  e n t r a n t s  t o  s e a s o n e d
v e t e r a n s ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  w e l l - i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t
o p t i o n s  a n d  e n t i t l e m e n t s .

SAJ 85TH ANNIVERSARY (cont’d)
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TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES

I  r e m a i n  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a d v a n c i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r y  t h r o u g h  t r a i n i n g  a n d
u p s k i l l i n g .  I n  r e c e n t  m o n t h s ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  e x e c u t e d  a
s e r i e s  o f  c a p a c i t y - b u i l d i n g  w o r k s h o p s .  A  f u l l y  s u b s c r i b e d  A d v a n c e d
I n d u s t r i a l  S a f e t y  w o r k s h o p ,  f a c i l i t a t e d  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  b y  t h e  C a r i b b e a n
M a r i t i m e  U n i v e r s i t y  ( C M U ) ,  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  M a r c h .  B u i l d i n g  o n  t h i s
s u c c e s s ,  t h e  S A J  h o s t e d  t w o  o v e r s u b s c r i b e d  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  L o g i s t i c s
M a n a g e m e n t  w o r k s h o p s  i n  J u n e  a n d  J u l y ,  a l s o  f a c i l i t a t e d  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  b y
t h e  C M U .

R e c o g n i s i n g  t h e  c r i t i c a l  r o l e  o f  i n v e n t o r y  m a n a g e m e n t  i n  e f f i c i e n t
o p e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  S A J  w i l l  h o s t  a  d e d i c a t e d  w o r k s h o p  o n  t h i s  t o p i c  i n
S e p t e m b e r .  M e m b e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  u p c o m i n g
t r a i n i n g  t o  g a i n  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  o p t i m i s i n g  i n v e n t o r y
m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s .

S o  f a r ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0  p e o p l e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  3 4  c o m p a n i e s  f r o m  n i n e
c o u n t r i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  r e g i o n ,  h a v e  b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m  o u r  t r a i n i n g  i n t e r v e n t i o n s .
T h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  a r e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  S A J ’ s  e x p a n d e d  t r a i n i n g  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t  a g e n d a .  B y  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  h i g h - q u a l i t y ,  i n d u s t r y -
r e l e v a n t  w o r k s h o p s ,  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a i m s  t o  e m p o w e r  i t s  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  t h e
w i d e r  c o m m u n i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x c e l  i n  a n
e v o l v i n g  m a r i t i m e  l a n d s c a p e .

I  w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n
D e v e l o p m e n t  B a n k ’ s  ( C D B )  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  i n
O t t a w a ,  C a n a d a  o n  J u n e  2 0 ,  2 0 2 4 .  T h e  e v e n t
f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  t h e m e  o f  “Acce le rat ing
Deve lopment :  Opt imis ing  T rade  Connect iv i ty
and Log is t ics  fo r  Growth . ”

T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  t h e  S A J ’ s  i n s i g h t s
a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  i m p r o v i n g  t r a d e
c o n n e c t i v i t y  a n d  l o g i s t i c s  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e
S A J ’ s  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e
i n d u s t r y .

T h e  f o r u m  p r o v i d e d  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  i n - d e p t h
d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f a c i n g  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  t e r m s  o f
t r a d e  f a c i l i t a t i o n  a n d  l o g i s t i c s .  P r e s i d e n t
R o b e r t s o n - S y l v e s t e r ’ s  a d d r e s s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o
t h e  d i a l o g u e  b y  h i g h l i g h t i n g  k e y  s t r e s s o r s
a f f e c t i n g  t h e  s e c t o r  a n d  p r o p o s i n g  p o t e n t i a l
s o l u t i o n s  a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  C D B ’ s  d e v e l o p m e n t
o b j e c t i v e s .  

SAJ PRESIDENT AT CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT BANK’S
ANNUAL MEETING
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W o m e n  i n  M a r i t i m e  A s s o c i a t i o n  C a r i b b e a n  ( W i M A C ) :  T h e  S A J  h a s  d e e p e n e d  i t s
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  W i M A C ,  a l i g n i n g  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n ' s  v i s i o n  f o r  e m p o w e r i n g
w o m e n  i n  t h e  m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r y .  D u r i n g  a  c o u r t e s y  c a l l  i n  J a n u a r y ,  W i M A C
P r e s i d e n t  D r  E v e t t e  S m i t h  J o h n s o n ,  s h a r e d  h e r  v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  b o d y  a n d  u r g e d  f o r  a
s t r o n g e r  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  S A J .

SAJ’S STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

K i n g s t o n  a n d  S t  A n d r e w  M u n i c i p a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( K S A M C ) :  A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  c r i t i c a l
i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  N e w p o r t  W e s t  s h i p p i n g  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e  S A J  m e t  w i t h  M a y o r  o f
K i n g s t o n ,  A n d r e w  S w a b y ,  t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  t r a f f i c
m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  p u b l i c  s a f e t y .  T h e s e  e f f o r t s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g
N e w p o r t  W e s t ' s  s t a t u s  a s  a  v i t a l  c o m m e r c i a l  h u b  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  J a m a i c a ' s
l o g i s t i c s  a m b i t i o n s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  t h e  d e b u s h i n g  o f  t h e
c o m m u n i t y ' s  p e r i m e t e r  a l o n g  M a r c u s  G a r v e y  D r i v e  w a s  u n d e r t a k e n  –  i m p r o v i n g
d r a i n a g e ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  s a f e t y  -  a s  a  p r o m i s i n g  s t a r t  t o  t h e
r e n e w e d  p a r t n e r s h i p .  
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Jamaica Promotions Corporation (JAMPRO): Also in June, the SAJ met with JAMPRO, led by
President Shulette Cox, to explore opportunities for collaboration and mutual benefit. The
meeting facilitated a better understanding of each organisation's role and focus and how
these can inform cooperative efforts.

SAJ’S STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT (cont’d)

Customs Brokers and Freight Forwarders Association of Jamaica (CBFFAJ): The SAJ
engaged with the newly elected CBFFAJ leadership, led by President Marcia Bent, in May to
address common challenges and explore prospects for support. The meeting explored
challenges faced by both entities and solutions to address them collectively. This partnership
is essential for improving efficiency and facilitating trade within the supply chain.
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SAJ’S HURRICANE BERYL RELIEF EFFORTS

SAJ PROMOTES DATA PROTECTION ACT COMPLIANCE

T h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  H u r r i c a n e  B e r y l  h a s  l e f t  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  r e e l i n g  f r o m  t h e
d e v a s t a t i n g  i m p a c t .  H o m e s ,  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  l i v e l i h o o d s  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r e l y
c o m p r o m i s e d ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  u r g e n t  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a i d .

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  c r i s i s ,  I  i n i t i a t e d  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  F o o d  F o r  t h e  P o o r  t o
l a u n c h  a  h u r r i c a n e  r e l i e f  e f f o r t .  T h e  S A J  a p p e a l e d  t o  i t s  m e m b e r s  f o r  d o n a t i o n s
o f  n o n - p e r i s h a b l e  f o o d  i t e m s ,  e s s e n t i a l  h y g i e n e  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  f i n a n c i a l
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h o s e  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  h u r r i c a n e .

P r i o r  t o  t h e  s t o r m ,  t h e  S A J  p l a y e d  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  d i s s e m i n a t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n
a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  o n  h u r r i c a n e  p r e p a r e d n e s s ,  a i m i n g  t o  m i t i g a t e  p o t e n t i a l  d a m a g e
a n d  l o s s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r y .  I t  i s  h e a r t e n i n g  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t ,  o v e r a l l ,
S A J  m e m b e r s  w e a t h e r e d  t h e  s t o r m  r e l a t i v e l y  u n s c a t h e d ,  w i t h  m i n i m a l  r e p o r t e d
d a m a g e s .

I  a m  c o m m i t t e d  t o  s u p p o r t i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  c h a l l e n g i n g  p e r i o d
a n d  u r g e  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  g e n e r o u s l y  t o  r e l i e f  e f f o r t s .

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  a c t i v e l y  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  i t s  m e m b e r s ’  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  D a t a
P r o t e c t i o n  A c t ,  2 0 2 0  w h i c h  o u t l i n e s  s t r i n g e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  h a n d l i n g  p e r s o n a l
d a t a .   A d h e r i n g  t o  t h e  A c t  r e q u i r e s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a p p r o a c h ,  i n c l u d i n g
d e v e l o p i n g  r o b u s t  p r i v a c y  p o l i c i e s ,  t h o r o u g h  d a t a  a u d i t s ,  a n d  i m p l e m e n t i n g  d a t a
p r o t e c t i o n  m e a s u r e s .

I  c a n n o t  s t r e s s  e n o u g h  t h a t  d a t a  p r o t e c t i o n  i s  n o t  s o l e l y  a  c o n c e r n  f o r  l a r g e
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  t h a t  b y  i n v e s t i n g  i n  d a t a  p r o t e c t i o n ,  b u s i n e s s e s  n o t  o n l y  f u l f i l l
r e g u l a t o r y  o b l i g a t i o n s  b u t  a l s o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r  o v e r a l l  b r a n d  a n d  c u s t o m e r  t r u s t .

T h e  S A J  o f f e r s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  t o  a s s i s t  m e m b e r s  i n  a c h i e v i n g
a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  D a t a  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t  c o m p l i a n c e .  O u r  d e d i c a t e d  t e a m  p r o v i d e s
g u i d a n c e ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  t o o l s  t o  n a v i g a t e  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  A c t .
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  y o u  m a y  c o n t a c t  j h i n d s @ j a m p o r t s . c o m  

GOING FORWARD

I  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r i o r i t i s e  m e m b e r s ’  e m p o w e r m e n t ,  i n d u s t r y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
a n d  a d v o c a c y  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  m o n t h s .  B u i l d i n g  u p o n  t h e  s u c c e s s e s  o u t l i n e d
i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  I  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  d e e p e n i n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s ,  e x p a n d i n g  t r a i n i n g
i n i t i a t i v e s ,  a n d  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  a  f a v o u r a b l e  o p e r a t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t .

B y  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  t h e  S A J  w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  l e a d i n g
v o i c e  i n  t h e  m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  d e l i v e r  t a n g i b l e  b e n e f i t s  t o  i t s  m e m b e r s .
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